
OOnnee yyeeaarr tthhaatt mmaakkeess aa r
reeaall dd ii ffffee

rreennccee

elcome to the very first

edition of our newsletter.

We are truly excited to share

the next few pages with you.

The Programme has been

going now for 24 years and we

are looking forward to our 25th

anniversary as an organization

this year.

We have a few things

planned so please take a moment

to have a look at our ‘upcoming

events‘ section as we would love

for you to join us.
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2255tthh AAnnnn ii vveerrssaarryy

he first group of Vincentian
Volunteers got things going in
1992. Since then over 300

young men and women from
different countries all over the
world have passed through the
programme.
We have had them serving in
Manchester, London, Liverpool,
Glasgow, to name a few. A lot of
people have been served, beau
tiful memories created and great
friendships made.

T
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JJaacckk

KIRAN

MONIKA

JACK

MATTHEW

MOSES
THERESIA

CChheecckk tthhee ffooll ll oowwiinngg ppaaggeess ttoo ffii nndd oouutt wwhhaatt

oouurr vvoolluunntteeeerrss ttoolldd uuss aabboouutt tthheemmsseellvveess.. .. ..
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JJaacckk

Country: U.S.A.
Age: 23 years

Community: Liverpool
Placements: Netherley

Youth Community Initiative;
Liverpool World Centre

MMoonn ii kkaa
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Why I decided to join the programme. . .

I joined the programme in order to try

and find myself. I didn't know what I

would find. In a way I lost myself in

college. I was trying to pursue a

vocation that I thought was best for me

at this time of life. It turned out that

the Lord had different plans for me and

wanted me to work for him. I don't

know what is in store for me but I do

know that I have been called to live a

life to find out who I am.

What I hope to get from it. . .

I hope that at the end of

this experience I'll have a

better sense of what I'm

being called to. I've been

using the time here to

deepen my faith and

explore what my vocation

may be. I hope to at least

know the next step when

I'm on my way home.

What you will be surprised to know
about me.. .

For a time I was trying to be an officer

in the Marine Corps. It was pretty

cool. I was also the founder of the

Anime club in highschool along with

my twin and a few of my friends. We

were called the Anime Addicts

Anonymous. Our existence was kept a

secret and so were our members.

One of my most cherished
family memories...

One Christmas, we were in

Arkansas at this time, we all

woke to open our presents but

we looked around and agreed

we were just too tired. We were

all up late wrapping presents

for each other the night before.

We agreed that it was definitely

too early and that we should all

be back in bed. Funny how

families come toghether.
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What I hope to get
from it. . .

I regard this year as an

opportunity to take

another step on my

journey towards God

and with God. I would

like to build a more

personal relationship

with Jesus and learn to

see Him in others,

especially those who I

serve and those who I

live with.

What you will be surprised to
know about me.. .

I am keen on martial arts. I

started doing karate when I was a

teenager and went on with

traditional and Brazilian jiu�jitsu. I

have never been a champion in

any of these sports, but I have a

had a lot of fun doing them. Some

of the members of my jiu�jitsu

team are among my closest friends.

One of my most cherished
family memories...

I remember our first family

holiday by the sea. It was in

Italy and I must have been

about 7 years old. That was

when my parents started calling

me affectionately “little snake”.

I would lie on the beach for

hours just to enjoy the feeling

of sunbeams warming up my

skin. In the evening, my parents

would take my two brothers

and me to a local market and

buy a huge box of juicy

nectarines which we always

managed to eat during the

following day.

Why I decided to join the programme. . .

I have been thinking about doing a year of

service ever since I first heard about such a

possibility, but there did not seem to be the

right occasion for me until this year. I knew I

needed to spend some time in an English�

speaking country before starting to work as an

English teacher. So I decided to join a

volunteer programme abroad. When I found out

about the Vincentian Volunteers I did not

hesitate to send my application. I really wanted

to consecrate the year to serving the poor,

which is at the heart of the Vincentian

Volunteers programme.

MMoonn ii kkaa

Country: Czech Republic
Age: 25 years

Community: Liverpool
Placements: Somewhere
Else; Christopher Grange
Visual Rehabil itation Centre

KKii rraann
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Country: Pakistan
Age: 35 years

Community: Manchester
Placement: The Booth

Centre

KKii rraann

MMaatttthheeww

What I hope to get from it. . .

The people I work with are homeless. They come

to the centre to find accommodation, receive

advice and enjoy a social experience. I get hope

from this. This experience has shown me what

facilities are available for homeless people and

how the centre can help them develop their

skills and confidence. Another reason I wanted to

do this was to develop my own skills and

knowledge about homeless people as this culture

differs from my own upbringing. I also wanted

to improve my self�confidence and enhance my

communication skills. I hope to become more aware of

the resons for homelessness and the issues attached to it.

I want to learn more about issues such as discrimination

and gain experience in planning, promoting, delivering

and helping with events / activities.

What you will be surprised to know about me.. .

Disney world is where I feel 1 00% happy and stress

free. I am a kid at heart! I love shopping! I could do

it everyday even if it is just a visit to the grocery

store! . I used to fall asleep while chewing gum

without fear of choking. I am so bad at emails and all

official paper work. I love looking up at the sky at

night time and admiring all the stars. This makes me

feel really happy and realise that the world is full of

beauty and infinite possibilities. I am obsessed with

NAIL ART, beauty, hair colours and all that stuff �

make�up especially!

One of my most
cherished family

memories...

EVERY SECOND OF MY

LIFE WHICH I SPENT

WITH MY "DAD"! ! !

Why I decided to join the
programme. . .

I decided to join the

programme because of my love

of helping people. I like talking

to individuals and learning

about their experiences. This

provides fulfillment for me. I

enjoyed the activities the centre

had to offer. I thought of this

as a suitable place for me to

be in. Owing to my people

friendly skills, I enjoy team

work and this vounteer

opportunity enabled me to do

this.
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Country: U.S.A.
Age: 22 years

Community: Liverpool
Placements: Faiths4Change,
Manchester Universities'
Catholic Chaplaincy

MMaatttthheeww

Why I decided to join the
programme. . .

I joined the Vincentian

Volunteers for several rea�

sons. I have a passion for

justice and service. I knew

that I wanted to serve in

some way. I wanted to walk

with those on the margins

of society, get to know

them, and learn their sto�

ries. I also wanted to do a

service program abroad. I

found the Vincentian Vo�

lunteers in a Catholic Vo�

lunteer Network magazine. I

began inquiring about the

program in October 201 5

and I am so thankful that I

did so!

What I hope to get from the programme. . .

I hope to grow in my relationship with

God and to learn more about my purpose

in the world. I want to broaden my

horizons and learn about different issues

that people deal with on a daily basis. I

have already learned so much in the last

four months!

What you will be surprised to know about
me.. .

Many people are surprised to know that I am

a dual citizen. I have citizenship in the

United States of America and France. My dad

is from France and my mom is American. I

was born and raised in the USA. My dad’s

side of the family still lives in France, and I

love going to visit my cousins there!

One of my most cherished
family memories...

I have wonderful memories

of my family going to Gat�

linburg, Tennessee, USA.

Tennessee borders my

home state of Alabama to

the north. Gatlinburg is a

resort town in the Smoky

Mountains, a beautiful pla�

ce in the Appalachians. We

have gone there several

times since I was a little

kid. I cherish these won�

derful times with my

family.

MMoosseess
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Country: Kenya
Age: 30 years

Community: Manchester
Placement: Mary and

Joseph House

MMoosseess

Why I decided to join the programme. . .

Following my work with young people

back home which gave me a lot of

choices, after long deliberation, I chose

this peogramme because I wanted to

volunteer through serving people of all

walks of life while living by the ethos

of St. Vincent de Paul. I knew this was

the right journey for me.

What I hope to get from it. . .

I am hoping to get more

experience by serving God's

people and above all work

with people whose lives

depends on how we treat

and care for them.

What you will be surprised to
know about me.. .

I'm a very time�conscious

person. I love working very

hard to achieve my dreams and

I like things to be done in a

proper manner. That's why I

love working in Mary and

Joseph where all these elements

are very vital for the smooth

running of the house.

One of my most cherished
family memories...

. . .when I cooked for them

and had meals together,

saying prayers and going

to church together and not

forgetting preparing for

Christmas and Easter

celebrations amongst other

many sweet memories.

TThheerreessii aa
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TThheerreessii aa

Why I decided to join the programme. . .

As an employee in Jakarta, I was very comfortable

with my life and could have all the things I needed

and wanted. My relationships with family, friends

and co�workers all went well. Amid all the comfort I

reached a saturation point which brought me to the

question of whether I really appreciated what God had

given me. From here I looked for a way to appreciate

better the grace of God and I tried to participate in

church services. I joined the church choir and worked in

the orphanange, I was also concerned with crime in my

neighbourhood and the number of street children. There

was also a lack of education and skills which made it

difficult for young people to get a job. I was keen to

provide training for them but I realised that I needed the

expertise and experience before doing this service. When I

shared how I was feeling with my brother, he advised me

to join the Vincentian Volunteer programme. Hence I

decided to participate in this year's programme.

What I hope to get
from it. . .

I hope to learn from

the service and debrie�

fing skills elements of

the programme. I hope

to acquire knowledge

about the culture of va�

rious countries. I want

to learn to be a good

person and increasingly

get to know God.

What you will be surprised
to know about me.. .

I was an independent and

disciplined person. I have

tried to apply this in every

side of my life. I also

believe prayer is the most

powerful way to resolve

any problems that we face.

A lot of thinking, a lot of

action, and little talk �

That's me!

One of my most cherished
family memories...

I was the fourth of seven

children. "Many hands make

light work" was the motto of

my family. We were always

together in every way.

Christmas and Easter are the

most beautiful moments for our

family. We are at church

togther in the same coloured

clothes like in a parade.
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Country: Indonesia
Age: 28 years

Community: Manchester
Placements: L'Arche
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www.vincentianvolunteers.org.uk
Vincentian Volunteers, St. Matthew's Presbytery, Worsley Road, Eccles, M30 8BL

@StVVolunteers

Vincentian Volunteers
presentation day
Catholic Chaplaincy
in Manchester

8th April
2017

400th anniversary of the
Vincentian Foundation

celebration & 25th

anniversary of the VV's
Liverpool Cathedral

Leaving mass for
the VV's

St. Joseph's House of
Prayer Blundellsands

24th June
2017

7th July
2017
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Vincentian Volunteers UK

1122 nnoooonn
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