
OOnnee yyeeaarr tthhaa ttmmaakkeess aa rreeaall ddiiffffeerreenncc
ee

Watching the
picture on the

right, I am reminded of how we all occupy
seemingly little corners of our universe but how
strong and lasting an impact we have on it
individually and collectively.

Each year our volunteers make a
commitment to leave the comfort of their familiar
surroundings on a journey of service to others. It
is a complete leap of faith into the unknown. At
the end of the programme each year the outcome
is always the same  they discover themselves
and are enriched in ways that they hadn’t thought
possible.

In a world where people are increasingly
focusing more on looking after themselves and
their immediate family and friends, we hope that
more and more remarkable young people like our
volunteers fly the flag for seeking to serve others
and inadvertently find and are better equipped to
serve themselves and those they hold dear.
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At their provincial
assembly in 1990,
the Daughters of
Charity resolved to
identify ways and
means to involve
young adults in ma
king a short term
commitment to Vin
centian ideals. The
result two years la
ter was the creation

of the first pilot group of Vincentian
Volunteers. 25 years later the programme is
still going strong.

From the outset, the Vincentian
Volunteer Programme was a joint venture in
Vincentian ministry involving the Daughters
of Charity, the SVP in England and Wales, the
SVP in Scotland, the Vincentian Fathers and
the Brothers of Charity.

Not only is it our 25th anniversary this
year but it is also the 400th anniversary of the
birth of the Vincentian charism of which we
are part and which was marked in Liverpool

on June 24th.
The aims of the Vincentian Volunteer
programme have never changed. We

continue to invite young adults to live simply
for one year in small communities of 3 or 4
volunteers, sharing and praying together under
the guidance of a local voluntary coordinator,
and going out to serve ther disadvantaged and
marginalised of our inner cities.

It is true to say that the programme has
been a real Vincentian success story. Over 200
young adults from all over the globe have
been involved in the programme and
testimony provided by many of them gives
witness to the lifechanging opportunities the
programme has offered.

There are too many people to thank for
the success of the programme but special
mention goes to the several selfless Daughters
of Charity who have been involved in the day
to running of the programme together with the
voluntary coordinators of the houses where
the volunteers have lived. I would also like to
thank everybody who has contributed to the
running of the programme as part of the
management team or as a trustee.

Finally I would like to thank each and
every one of the Volunteers themselves who
have been unfailingly generous in giving so
much of themselves in the service of people in
need. Here's to the next twenty five years!2
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by Paul Lever, Chair

We've been here for 25 years!



Working at both

my placements has

been a valuable

experience.

It has taught me

to cherish dif

ferences and see

them as means of

growth, not as a

threat.

It has taught me

not to judge the

others and myself

too harshly, and

even try not to

judge at all.

It has taught me

to enjoy the little

things, to see beauty in imperfection and to be

more attentive to the world around me.

It has taught me that life and faith can‘t be

grasped by

reading piles

of books, but

need to be

lived in order

to be under

stood.

It has taught

me that service isn‘t about passive waiting for

commands, but about willingness, creativity and

constant awareness of other people‘s needs.

It has also taught me to listen to my body

and mind and not to dismiss my own

needs as invalid or unimportant.

During my time at Christopher Grange, I

learnt to read the Braille alphabet and developed

my computer skills. At the Bread Church, I

discovered the art of making bread and the

pitfalls of cooking soup for thirty people.

Needless to say that, at both these places, I met

many wonderful people and was taught (gently

but firmly) to appreciate Scouse humour.

I joined the Vincentian Volunteers with the

intention to dedicate a year of my life to serving

„the poor“. I will now be going home knowing

that my „poor“ have enriched me far more than I

have ever imagined.

Somewhere Else
Liverpool City Centre Methodist Church

Christopher Grange Visual Rehabilitation Centre

provides rehabilitation service for blind and

partially sighted people. The clients are offered

many courses which restore their confidence and

independence in everyday life: kitchen skills,

living skills, IT lessons, Braille and other.

www.christophergrange.co.uk

Somewhere Else (also known as the Bread

Church) is an inclusive community that meets

around the making and sharing of bread. It offers

a warm welcome, hospitality and friendship to

people of all faiths and none.

www.somewhereelse.org.uk3

I‘ve had the pleasure (and the challenge) of working with an incredible
variety of people as a Vincentian Volunteer: people with visual
impairment, learning difficulties or mental health issues, people from
different parts of the economic spectrum, survivors of abuse,
immigrants or asylum seekers. And I am very grateful for each one of
them.
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Rejoice, for your reward is great

"Service is about
constant awarness
of other people's
needs."

by Monika, VV 20162017



It's been a pleasure working as a Vincentian
Volunteer at Mary and Joseph house and I'm very
grateful for being accorded that privilege.
Nevertheless, it was not easy, at first, to

understand all
the residents at
my placement
because of their
special needs
and mental ca
pacity, but with
time all that
changed.

There were
occasions, for
example, when
some residents
did not want to
chat or be in
volved with ac
tivities that I
was initiating,
but when they
got to under

stand I meant well for them and I was there to
help as a volunteer, they became very friendly.

To be honest, they now do come to me
asking for a favour or to have a game with them.

In a nutshell, I would say it has taken
God's hand to be accepted as a Vincentian
Volunteer and I can attest to that.

Community life has not been easy but with
the help of our coordinators all seems to be alright
now, we've enjoyed each others company and
God has been in our midst.

I'm very humbled and grateful for having
served God's people as a Vincentian volunteer
here in Manchester, U.K. All these memories and
many others will forever linger on my mind. To
God be the glory. Thank you and God bless.

Differences in expectations, ability or temperament can make it
challenging to understand other people. I've learnt that it takes
patience, openness and most importantly God's grace to build
relationships with those we serve or live with.
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Reaching out to others

Mary and Joseph House is a specialised residential home offering a safe,
caring and stable environment for men who are struggling with alcohol
dependency and a variety of related mental health issues. Many of the
residents have been living rough on the streets or had accommodation that
did not suit their needs. In Mary and Joseph House, the staff treat each
person as an individual and give each the respect and care to which they are
entitled.
www.maryandjosephhouse.co.uk

"It has taken God's
hand to be accepted as
a Vincentian Volunteer
by the residents."
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by Moses, VV 20162017



The experience at my workplace has been a
rollercoaster ride for me. In the beginning, I was
excited to work there because of all the different
activities and the way they help the homeless
and needy people. I used to work at different
places, learned so much and heard so many sad
and emotional real life stories.

Then a time came when I was not happy

to work there due to my high expectations of that
place. I wanted to experience something new

that I had not done before. But they wanted me
to work in the kitchen.

At that time I had to trust God more and
believe that his plans are best, his plans for my
prosperity, success and happiness as written in
the Bible (Jeremiah 29:11).

With the passage of time now I have
friends in the kitchen team and we all enjoy
working together. I have made some really good
friends who talk to me, communicate with me
and make me feel comfortable working there. All
thanks to God.

From enthusiasm to struggles, from having fun to dealing with difficult
situations, my journey this year has been a mix of emotions and
experiences. It has made me stronger and taught me to turn to God for
help and comfort.

Issue n°2 | Summer 2017

Learning to trust God

"I had to trust God more
and believe that his plans
are the best."

5

The Booth Centre is recognised as being
one of the country's leading day centres
for homeless people. Its aim is to provide a
welcoming and accepting environment for
people who are homeless, to empower
people to make informed choices and
make positive changes in their lives and to
provide positive experiences in order to
help people to build self respect and self
confidence and to look to the future. The
centre offres a range of creative,
therapeutic and enjoyable activities.

www.boothcentre.org.uk

by Kiran, VV 20162017



Working with many people from different
countries, building relationships and living with
people with learning disabilities are among the
many good things that I receive, together with
training about health, food and password
communication.

We also have many events held at
Christmas, New
Year and Easter.
The tradition of
foot washing on
Maundy Thursday
is one of the things
that really touched
me.
Dinner together

and singing and
praying at the
beginning and end
of the meal is the
most fun time,
because we will be
sharing and joking
then.
There are many

exciting things
that I receive with
core members. One of the core members I sup
port likes hats, chocolates, dogs and superheroes!

Things that make me happy when out with
him include when I am invited to be super hero.
As we go to the park picnic, he will run and raise

his hands up as if he wants to fly and he invites
us to do the same. He is very happy to meet
many people and will greet many people we
meet when we do activities outside the room.

Relationships with other assistants are
also very well established. Celebrating
forgiveness becomes a wonderful base in
understanding between one another in our
community. And the love between us will be very
radiated from every thing we do together. The
warm hugs we always share between one another
encourage us to be better people and to work as a
team. One for all and all for one.

I was very lucky to be chosen to join the L'Arche community in
Manchester. I'd like to share with you a little insight into my wonderful
experience and how it has helped me to grow.
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One for all and all for one!

The International Federation of L’Arche Communities, founded by Jean

Vanier, is a global organisation that supports people with learning

disabilities all over the world to lead fuller lives. L'Arche communities are

groups of people with and without learning disabilities sharing life, work

and fun together. At present, there are eleven such communities in the UK,

L'Arche Manchester being one of them.

www.larche.org.uk/sites/manchester

"The love between us
radiates from every thing
we do together."
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by Theresia, VV 20162017



www.vincentianvolunteers.org.uk
Vincentian Volunteers, St. Matthew's Presbytery, Worsley Road, Eccles, M30 8BL

@StVVolunteers

Upcoming Events

Leaving Mass
for the VV's

St. Joseph's House of
Prayer, Blundellsands

7th July
2017

Vincentian Volunteers UK

1122 nnoooonn

Year 2017/18 KickOff

Induction Week for the new
set of volunteers

4th

September
2017
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Final Retreat
for the VV's

St. Joseph's House of
Prayer, Blundellsands

3rd7th July
2017




