
One year thatmakes a real differen
ce

"The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself
in the service of others."

This quote from Mahatma Gandhi highlights one of the

reasons why the Vincentian Volunteers Programme remains

relevant today.

In Langbank Scotland, 1992, the Daughters of Charity had

the vision to provide a space for young people keen on

adventure and wanting a break from education but also

with a burning desire to give of themselves for a year in the

service of others.
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Once upon a time the trajectory of a
young person’s path was quite
straightforward – they were born, got
some sort of education, got a job and
started a family and the cycle pretty much
repeated itself as if on a loop.

Nowadays the narrative is so
different and fluid that as these words are
being read it has changed yet again!
Humanity is realizing that there is more to
life than following the time worn
trajectory of old. Over time, the culture of
‘attainment’ in and of itself is no longer
enough. People are ‘attaining’ more
materially but not in other ways and the
adage ‘material wealth does not equate to
happiness’ has taken on a new meaning
with a rise in mental health issues,
poverty of spirit and a host of other
things. More and more our youth are
seeking for that ‘extra something’ that
will enrich and deepen
their journey through life
and one of the ways is
through service.

The Programme is
open to young people
between the ages of 18 to
35. The young people
who join us are unsure of
what is to come so the
Programme for them
becomes one of
discernment. We are
fortunate to have the
support and commitment
of the Daughters of
Charity who are able to
arrange for spiritual
guidance for all our

volunteers should they
ask for it.

The changing tide in the search for
a deeper meaning has unfortunately been
accompanied by the stark reality of the
times in which we now live. The
breakdown of Families and economic
adversity has affected the desire and
ability of many young people who would
desire to join the Programme. This is
where your assistance is desperately
needed. Your financial support would be
greatly appreciated but more than that
your assistance in guiding young people
to what the Vincentian Volunteers are
about and has to offer would be
invaluable.

Please keep us in your prayers and
help the words of Mahatma Gandhi to
continue to ring true.

by Marion Osuide, Coordinator

2

Issue n°3 | Winter 2017/18



Departure point: Connecticut,
USA

Direct distance: 3264 miles

Flight duration: 7 hours

Temperature difference:  1°

3

URBANUS BELLA

JOSEPH

BRENDAN

Destination Manchester
Four continents, four cultures, four different journeys.

We are happy to introduce our volunteers.

BELLA

Departure point: Machakos,
Kenya

Direct distance: 4430 miles

Flight duration: 13 hours

Temperature difference:  5°

URBANUS

Departure point: Bangka Island,
Indonesia

Direct distance: 7100 miles

Flight duration: 17.5 hours

Temperature difference:  16°

JOSEPH Departure point: Oslo, Norway

Direct distance: 662 miles

Flight duration: 2 hours

Temperature difference: + 1°

BRENDAN
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Why I decided to join the programme...

I have absolutely always felt like there

was more a purpose to my life than the

way in which I was living it beforehand.

In past experiences working with those

less fortunate, it was always and

incredibly uplifting and amazing feeling

knowing that we can use the gifts blessed

upon us to help those who may be dealing

with hard times. I was lucky to be steered

towards this program in my search for

what was next in my life postuniversity,

and this has without a doubt been the best

decision I have made.

What I hope to gain from it...

I hope that I am able to strengthen my

faith and relationship with God by

reaching out to his people in need and

working every day to the best of my

ability to serve as many people as

possible.

One of my most cherished family

memories...

My family always used to use school

vacations to go to different parts of

the US where out extended family lived

and use that time to see each other and

make sure we were never too far from our

grandparents/cousins/aunts and uncles.

All those times where we were able to be

closer to our family, whether it be in

North Carolina, Florida, wherever, are

invaluable memories I will cherish for the

rest of my life.

What you will be surprised to know

about me...

I will never turn down the idea of having

some new experience. Whether it be

visiting some new place, trying some

weird food, or researching some topic I

had never really thought about

beforehand, I am fascinated by the

unknown and getting as much out of life

as possible. 	4

Brendan

Age: 22

Nationality: American

City: Manchester/Liverpool

Placements: Faiths4Change,

Whitechapel Centre
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Why I decided to join the programme...

I chose the Vincentian Volunteers to learn

more about myself and others.

What I hope to gain from it...

I hope from this year to have learnt more

about my strengths and weaknesses, what

makes me tick and so on. I also hope to

grow in faith by living in a community

and serving people that's on the margins

of society.

In addition, I am very concerned with

Franciscan spirituality and I hope to be

able to live that out in some regard.

One of my most cherished family

memories...

Every summer spent in Northern Norway.

What you will be surprised to know

about me...

I could never live my life without prayer.

Prayer is where I get the strength and joy

to go through the day and be able to do

my work without feeling tired of it.

Joseph
Age: 20

Nationality: Norwegian

City: Manchester/Liverpool

Placements: Loaves & Fishes,

Somewhere Else,

Christopher Grange
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Why I decided to join the programme...

The VV programme offered an opportunity

for me to be formed and impacted by the

Vincentian spirituality. Therefore, I made

a choice to set on a journey to a far land

and live the Vincentian way of life away

from my home comfort. In as much as I

wanted to learn from other Vincentians and

live in a community, I wanted to offer my

strengths, my joys, and my hope to the

people I would meet. I desired to be

evangelized by those I neither knew nor

heard about. And the VV programme was

best suited for me to have such an

experience!

What I hope to gain from it...

In the end of my VV year I hope to have

grown rich in the Vincentian spirituality. I

long for a better understanding of my

personality, my role, and mission to the

world. I hope to acquire a culture of

perseverance, humility, love, and charity

that will have a positive impact on my

home society. It’s my hope that I’ ll make

good lifelong friends.

One of my most cherished family

memories...

One of my most cherished family

memories…

Among the many memories I choose the

10th of April, 2004 when my sister was

born. It was during Easter, and the joy of

having a girl in the family (by then I was

13 and my brother was 14 years old) was

so great.

What you will be surprised to know

about me...

I am a member of SVP. When I first joined

the society at my parish, I was the only

male member. It was funny sitting in a

women dominated conference and my

friends got surprised by my involvement.

Upon completion of my undergraduate

studies, I attended a police recruitment

process in pursuit for a job as a police

man. I was eliminated from the process

because I lacked a tooth in my lower jaw.

Afterwards, I decided to enroll for MSc

degree.6

Issue n°3 | Winter 2017/18

Urbanus

Age: 26

Nationality: Kenyan

City: Manchester

Placement: The Booth Centre



Why I decided to join the programme...

I have NO CHOICE, because it’s God’s

will : )

In these last few years, I have always been

searching for what is God’s will for my

life, and I try to fulfil the will. And this is

His will, He called me to be here, so here

I am.

But, the story began last new year’s

eve, when I reflected on my life during

the years. I questioned my life and my

career/ “How should I live my life during

this year?” “Is this what I truly want in

my life?” “Do I want to spend all my life

with the same career?”. Then I start to

discern “What is my truly gift?” “What is

my passion?” and “What is God’s will for

my life”. I couldn’t find the answer for all

those questions, so I decided I need a gap

year to discern about my life.

And I found that the VV Program

has met my needs. The. VV program not

only offers the volunteers an opportunity

to serve and work with other people from

different background and cultures, but

also offers some retreat programs so the

volunteers have chance to know

themselves better and to know God

deeper.

What I hope to gain from it...

I hope by the end of the program I can

define what are my gifts, my passion and

God’s will for my life in the near future. I

believe that God will grant me many

graces during these years, and that I learn

to open my heart to receive any kind of

graces that He would like to give, not only

the graces that I expected.

One of my most cherished family

memories...

My father was a traditional fisherman. He

caught squid in the night and came back

home in the morning when my sister and I

were leaving home for the school.

Sometimes the weather was not nice.
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Bella
Age: 31

Nationality: Indonesian

City: Manchester

Placements: L'Arche Manchester,

Loaves a& Fishes

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8)



@StVVolunteers

Upcoming Events

Vincentian Volunteers UK

Silent Retreat

St. Beuno's Jesuit
Spirituality Centre
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If there were a storm and thunder at sea,

he would come back in the middle of the

night. At that moment, my mother would

cook the fresh squid, and she would wake

my sister and I to enjoy the fresh squid

with my father. After that we went back to

bed with the full and happy tummy. And

in the morning we were ready go to

school with a very happy and good mood.

What you will be

surprised to know about me...

I am used to being the physical smallest

person in every level of my life. In

elementary school, high school,

university, workplace, and now in the VV

program I have always been the shortest

person in the group! I am proud of it. It

shows that I am a consistent person!

www.vincentianvolunteers.org.uk

Vincentian Volunteers, St. Matthew's Presbytery, Worsley Road, Eccles, M30 8BL

Retreat on
Vincentian Values

Holy Island Lindisfarne 25th to 27th

May
2018

3rd to 88th

April
2018




